
When Jesus quotes Psalm 118, he executes a sudden and deliberate pivot from an agricultural 
metaphor (the vineyard) to an architectural one (the building). He is transitioning from 
diagnosing the problem (humanity's rejection of God's emissary) to revealing God's ultimate 
solution. 
Here is the spiritual breakdown of the "rejected stone" metaphor: 

The Architectural Metaphor 
In ancient masonry, builders would inspect stones carefully before placing them. If a stone was 
misshapen, didn't fit the blueprint, or looked structurally unsound, it was tossed aside into a 
rubble pile. 
Metaphor Spiritual Meaning 
The Builders The spiritual and religious leaders of the time 

(the "tenants" from the parable), who were 
tasked with building God’s kingdom. 

The Rejected Stone Jesus. The leaders examined him, found he did 
not fit their blueprint for a conquering, political 
Messiah, and threw him away via the 
crucifixion. 

The Cornerstone The first, largest, and most critical stone laid in 
a foundation. It bears the weight of the structure 
and determines the exact alignment of every 
other stone. 

The Deep Spiritual Implications 
By applying this Psalm to himself, Jesus is making several profound spiritual claims about how 
God operates versus how humanity operates. 

1. The Ultimate Divine Reversal 

The quote highlights the stark contrast between human judgment and divine vindication. The 
builders (humanity) look at the Son, judge him as useless, and toss him into the scrap heap. But 
God the Father steps into the rubble pile, picks up the exact stone humanity threw away, and 
makes it the foundation of an entirely new kingdom. It signifies that God's greatest victories 
often emerge from what the world considers utter defeat. 

2. A Shift in Alignment 

Because the cornerstone dictates the geometry of the entire building, a spiritual life or 
community can only be built correctly if it aligns perfectly with Christ. The old system (the 
physical temple and the old covenant) is being left behind; God is constructing a new spiritual 
house, and Jesus is the permanent reference point. Every other "stone" (believer) must 
measure themselves against him. 

3. The Unavoidability of the Emissary 

The stone metaphor concludes the separation between God the Owner and Jesus the Emissary 



by establishing that the Emissary is the absolute center of God's future plans. You cannot 
bypass the cornerstone to get to the rest of the building. God has decreed that this specific, 
rejected Son is the only foundation upon which reconciliation with the Father can be built. 
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